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March 17, 2019

Dear Friends,

Glimpses of spring, like the daffodil and forsythia blooms, are becoming apparent at camp! Winter seemed way 
too short this year. We guess that means our “slow season” wasn’t slow enough. We are often asked, 'What do 
you do in the winter?'  The answer is 'often times, too much.'  We have been working on plans for the splash pad, 
preparing for spring break mission teams, cleaning up winter storm damage, recruiting summer camp staff, 
updating the website, getting permits related to the splash pad construction, traveling to Midwinter Pastors’ 
Conference and visiting supporting churches. In between all this we squeezed in a two week vacation in Florida. 
As with most vacations, it was woefully too short.

We are getting excited about what God has in store for CMMBC in 2019. We already have several projects in 
progress from our first mission team of the year, Grand Valley State University (MI). Our second team, ECC 
(Lafayette, IN) is due before the end of the month. We often marvel at how teams work together to accomplish 
great improvements at CMMBC. We are already seeing new trails in the woods, reorganized building materials, 
terraced steps to the pavilion of the recreation hall, a lack of downed tree branches, and hints of the future 
handicap bathroom in the dining hall. 

Right now, as we look across camp, we see a few finished projects (praise God!) and a lot of mud. Gravel has 
been delivered and more teams are making plans to come in the next few months. So as we look out over camp, 
we keep saying 'Picture This'... dry weather, finished drain tiles, green grass, a splash pad in progress and 
campers laughing, playing and learning about the one that loves them most, Jesus Christ!

God bless you and keep us in your prayers.

Joe and Tammy 

Students from Grand Valley State University (photos left to right) cleaning up winter storm damage; digging up the satellite cable before 
using the trencher to bury the power lines that came down in a winter storm; and adding terraced steps in front of the recreation hall.

Students from GVSU at Wallens Creek 
Covenant Church with Judy Barlow.

Tending the fire and keeping Chloe, the 
camp cat, warm.
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   Mission Teams and Summer Staff
   We are hiring counselors for the summer Bible camps. You can apply at cmmbc.org. We also continue to recruit 
mission teams to support construction projects and to fill in gaps for our summer camp staff. In particular, we are 
needing volunteers for Community Soccer Camps and to fill key roles for Junior Camp (counselors) and Senior 
Camp (counselors, musicians, and nurse). If you are able to help, please contact us.

 March 23-30   Work Team - ECC (Lafayette, IN)
 June 10-14   Community Soccer Camps (grades K-12) - Need a Mission Team 
 June 16-21    Senior Camp (grades 9-12) - Salem-Troy Baptist Association (AL)
! June 24-28    Pathfinders Camp (grades K-5) - Winnetka Covenant (IL)

 July 8-11       Trailblazers Camp (grades 4-6) - First Covenant (Grand Rapids, MI)
 July  21-26    Junior Camp (grades 6-8) - Christ Community Fellowship (Sarver, PA)
 July 27-Aug 3  Work Team - Faith Covenant Church (St. Petersburg, FL)

Summer of 2019 ~ “Picture This...”
 

"So we fix our eyes not on what is seen, but what is unseen,
 since what is seen is temporary, but what is unseen is eternal.”   2 Corinthians 4:18

Covenant Mountain 
Mission Bible Camp

Just Add Water at CMMBC!
   We’ve had months of heavy rains 
that have kept us from making any 
additional progress on the dirt work 
for the splash pad. Pray for dry 
weather and volunteers to help us 
prepare for pouring concrete. It’s 
going to be a stretch for us to have 
the splash pad ready for camps this 
summer, but we have not let go of 
that dream, yet. 
   The fundraising is going well! The 
Association of Covenant Camps and 
Conference Centers collected 
$34,400 during the Camp2Camp 
mission project during the summer 
of 2018. Another $2600 was 
donated in memory of George 
Cridlin, a long-term supporter of 
CMMBC. Other gifts put our fund-
raising total for the splash pad 
project at $43,400. Our goal is to 
raise $50,000 for the installation of 
the splash pad and an additional 
$10,000 for the colorful rubber 
safety coating for the concrete. 

Spring Mission Teams
   A group of 41 college students 
brought the cold weather from 
Michigan with them during the first 
week of March. The Grand Valley 
State University “mystery mission 
trip” students boarded the bus 
having no idea where they would be  
spending their spring break and 
arrived at CMMBC 12 hours later 
with their work boots, rain jackets, 
and hearts ready to serve. 
Throughout their week, they 
organized building materials, 
demolished the dining hall bathroom 
to prepare for a new handicap-
accessible bathroom, dug several 
trenches, cleaned up camp grounds 
after the winter storms, and 
continued the development of ponds 
in the prayer garden. 
   The work accomplished by this 
group of students has helped pave 
the way for a team from ECC 
(Lafayette, IN) to work on 
construction of the handicap 

bathroom in the dining hall at the 
end of March, as well as improving 
perimeter drains around the Chapel.
   “It’s so refreshing to be 
completely unplugged, and to see 
God’s creation in a new way,” said 
Grand Valley student, Sarah 
Dudinetz. “We’ve had an incredible 
week and can’t wait to watch God 
continue changing lives through 
CMMBC.” 

Repairing the Steeple
    We noticed in recent pictures of 
the Chapel that we missed one part 
in our renovations. The steeple 
looks awfully shabby. A local 
contractor estimated $1750 to fix 
the water damage and to cover the 
structure with vinyl siding. We 
currently do not have funds to do 
this repair. If you are willing to 
donate to this important finishing 
touch to the Chapel, please make 
sure your donation specifies the 
steeple repair.

To worship God and enjoy Christian fellowship and discipleship in the midst of his beautiful creation. 
To present the gospel of Jesus Christ 

to youth, adults and family through the camp’s outreach and community involvement.
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