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December 2017

Dear Friends,
Merry Christmas! We pray that this note finds you well and blessed as 2017 comes to a close. We are 
taking this time to let you know about the happenings in our family life and ministry at Covenant Mountain 
Mission Bible Camp. As you take a few minutes to read this letter we ask that you ‘be still and know that 
He is God’. We can all get too busy with life and lose our connection with His peace. We find this especially 
true here at camp and wanted to send a reminder to you, as well.
Our family and camp staff have enjoyed spending time with each other this year! 

• Tam and I started 2017 with a sabbatical rest, taking the time to go on some cycling adventures like we 
did in our early years of marriage, as well as taking time to read and rest. In the spirit of renewal that 
our sabbatical sparked, we have started the habit of walking around camp to see what God is doing, 
instead of only walking around to look at work that needs to be done. It is a refreshing change! After the 
camp season, we celebrated our 30th anniversary, traveling south to see the full eclipse in TN and then 
wandering further south to Okeechobee FL. We cherish our the time together, reading, resting and riding. 

• Patrick has been home this year, working around camp and restarting his life plans. Doctors have 
determined that his shoulder injury is permanent, and he will not be able to physically work as an auto 
mechanic. Part of his new life plan includes his fiancee, Kim Schwaner. They will be married in February 
of 2018 at camp and then reside in Charlottesville VA. It’s a joy to be adding a wonderful young lady to 
our family and to see our son content. 

• Becca and our granddaughter Nora are doing well in Berea KY. Becca will be finishing her degree in Fine 
Arts (Ceramics) in December of 2018. Nora, who is 14 months old, brings joy to everyone around her as 
she learns to express herself and explore. Her wonder at the world around us reminds us to also see 
amazement in God’s creation. 

• Andrew Childs, who was a camp counselor for the summer of 2016, joined the camp staff as “resident 
volunteer” this year. He has been substitute teaching for Lee County Schools, as well as working around 
camp in exchange for room and board. You can see evidence of Andrew’s talents on the updated website 
and the completion of the handicap ramp and bathroom addition for the Chapel, just to mention a few 
things. We were also blessed by our college-aged summer staff members: Verity Collingsworth, Rachel 
Goodman, Courtny Shoemaker (“Shoe”), and Mary Beth VanCleave (“MB”)!

The Lord provided generously in 2017! God’s people gave of their time, talents, and treasures to support 
the ministry of Covenant Mountain Mission Bible Camp. We met budget goals for camp operations, and 
additional gifts to the building fund allowed us to complete the handicap bathrooms and ramp for the 
Chapel! Improvements in the Dining Hall also continued with the installation of a commercial dishwasher. 
In the fall, the camp received the generous gift of a vehicle that will allow us to travel for camp business 
much more economically. 
The Lord has provided for the ministry of Covenant Mountain Mission Bible Camp for sixty-seven years. His 
provision in 2017 affirms our call to His work in southwestern Virginia. Help us to continue this long term 
ministry with your prayers and gifts.  

God bless you!

Joe and Tammy

MB, Shoe & Verity 

at Soccer Camp
Patrick and his fiancee, Kim

Becca & Nora Water day at Pathfinders Camp
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Covenant Mountain 
Mission Bible Camp

To worship God and enjoy Christian fellowship and discipleship in the midst of his beautiful creation. 
To present the gospel of Jesus Christ 

to youth, adults and family through the camp’s outreach and community involvement.
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   Summer Camps for 2018 ~ “Breathe!”
 

"This is what the Sovereign LORD says: Come. O breath from the four winds! 
Breathe into these dead bodies so they may live again."   Eze 37:9b 

  June 11-15   Community Soccer Camps (grades K-12) - Salem Covenant (MN)  
  June 18-22   Pathfinders Camp (grades K-5) - Need a mission team sponsor

 June 24-29   Senior Camp (grades 9-12) - Salem-Troy Baptist Association (AL)
 July 8-13      Junior Camp (grades 6-8) - Cedarville University (OH)
 July 15-20    CHIC (high school conference at UT)
 July  23-26   Trailblazers Camp (grades 4-6) - Church of the Good Shepherd (IL)

cmmbc.org
   Our website has a new look. 
Thanks to the work of Andrew 
Childs, the website has additional 
photos and is more user friendly. 
We have added online applications 
for volunteers and paid staff; online 
medical forms; a wish list registry 
for items that the camp can use; a 
search bar; and improved 
organization of the content. Be sure 
to check out cmmbc.org.

Funding Goals
   Our goal for 2018 is to raise 
$88,300 for the cost of camp 
operations, $9,450 for summer 
camp expenses, including the 
camper scholarship fund; $3500 for 
CHIC; $36,750 for the general 
budget; and $38,600 for staff 
salaries and benefits. 

  How Can you Help?
     You can give online or send a 
donation through the mail. Gifts are 
tax deductible. We have also set up 
an Amazon Smile account so that 
CMMBC can earn donations through 
your Amazon purchases.

Improvement Projects 
   As we praise God for the work 
that has been completed, we are 
also planning future work. Our goals 
for 2018 will be focused on 
maintenance projects and 
completing work that is already in 
progress. We hope to:

• replace screen doors on cabins, 
bathhouses, and staff house;

• paint exterior doors on the dining 
hall and Chapel

• dig french drain in front of the 
dining hall and other locations

• finish the meeting space in the 
Chapel basement; 

• repair the steeple; 

• add handicap ramp to dining hall;

• create a dish/trash service area in 
the dining hall;

• improve downstairs bathrooms, 
including handicap access, in the 
dining hall; and

• build a guest/drink service area in 
the dining hall to include storage 
for cups, a refrigerator and 
microwave.

Recruiting Mission Teams
  We are already hearing from 
churches interested in bringing a 
mission team to CMMBC in 2018. 
Because we will only be able to 
complete projects that are funded 
and staffed, we are looking for 
additional mission teams to support 
these construction projects and to 
fill in gaps for our summer camp 
staff. Are you interested in making a 
difference at CMMBC?  We’d love to 
hear from you!

CHIC
   Pray for our high school campers 
who are headed to UT for CHIC, the 
triennial youth conference. We have 
started our fund raising efforts and 
are hoping to work with Lee Players/
Lee Theater to raise the majority of 
our CHIC fees with a mystery dinner 
theater in the spring.

Needing a summer job?
  We are hiring up to 2 counselors 
for 6-8 weeks of summer Bible 
camps. We will also hire staff 
members by the week to fill in gaps. 
You can apply online at cmmbc.org. 



CMMBC is a member of the Association of Covenant Camps and Conference Centers (ACCCC), a group of 
20 camps across the United States and Canada that are affiliated with the Evangelical Covenant Church. 
Each year, the ACCCC designates a camp for a mission project so that campers can raise funds for a 
specific camping ministry. CMMBC is being awarded the summer offering for the 2018 Camp-2 Camp 
project! After much thought, prayer and research, the CMMBC Board of Directors wants to share the plans 
for this gift, which is anticipated to be between $30-50,000. Efforts to identify and apply for additional 
grant funding are also underway.

Current Situation:
• We must travel offsite with campers for water activities or set up portable water games onsite.
• The existing basketball/tennis court has broken-up causing trip hazards for game playing; the foundation 

is the root of the problem and resurfacing will not fix the problem.
• The basketball/tennis court is situated too high relative to the Chapel basement entrance, creating water 

runoff entering the basement. A french drain installed this last spring has alleviated this problem. 
However, changing the pitch of the surface will create a permanent solution.

Project Scope:
• Remove current basketball/tennis court.
• Create recreation facilities to the west of the Chapel to include a splash pad and at least 1/2 court 

basketball court; the splash pad will be ~1400 sq. feet and can accommodate 40-60 children.

Project Phases and Estimated Cost:
This project can be completed in phases as funding is made available.

1. Remove existing basketball court and complete initial dirt work (target completion in fall of 
2018; possible volunteers identified; cost of fuel only)

2. Install splash pad (target completion in June of 2019; $30-50,000)
3. Install basketball court (as funding becomes available; budget undefined yet)
4. Install deck/seating area (as funding becomes available; budget undefined yet)

JUST ADD WATER!
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